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WASHINGTON, DC- Yesterday, Congressman Todd Akin (R-Mo), voted for H.R. 2272, which is
aimed at achieving the goals of the President's American Competitiveness Initiative, which was
designed to increase investments in research and development, strengthen education, and
encourage entrepreneurship.

Among the act's initiatives is an increase in scholarships for students majoring in science,
technology, engineering and math (STEM) fields and who are committed to pursuing teaching;
establishing a teacher education program at the National Science Foundation to encourage
education faculty to work with STEM faculty on ways to improve education for math and science
teachers; providing in-service training to math and science teachers to improve content
knowledge and teaching skills; and authorizing the development of master's degree programs
for in-service math and science teachers.

The bill is widely supported by industry, education groups and scientific professional societies. A
National Academies report has found that a majority of 8th grade students received math
instruction from a teacher with no math certification or degree. Also noted in 2000, 92 percent of
5th-9th graders were taught physical science by a teacher with no science degree or
certification.

  

"We need to ensure that we maintain our competitive edge in science, math and technology by
encouraging science professionals to teach our next generation of scientists and engineers,"
said Akin.
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